
Christmas Day and Everyday

WINTER 2018

Northampton

tackling homelessness, rebuilding lives

The Northampton Hope Centre will be once again 
throwing open its doors on Christmas day to welcome in 
those who are lonely, those who are destitute and those 
who are homeless living in Northampton. 

We will, as we always do, welcome people with open arms and  
open hearts to ensure that they realise just how special they are.

Every day is a special day at Hope but Christmas day is the 
opportunity to remind everyone who comes to Hope that they are 
valued, they are important and that they have opportunities to 
create a bright future. 

It’s you; our wonderful supporters who help us do that…
 
During the year we have seen so many examples of how you, our supporters, care for and 
help those in need. From the amazing harvest donations we have received, people who 
trekked up Kilimanjaro for us, those who slept out in the cold to the shining examples of 
young people who have given up their pocket money, raised funds at school or baked to 
support those in need.
 
Every single person who supports us is amazing and we are so very grateful to you all for 
your continued support. 

We Wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Online
www.justgiving.com/

northamptonhopecentre

Text
Text CMAS00 plus the 

amount to 70070

Bank Transfer
Donate through 

your bank account

Cheque
Payable to ‘The 

Northampton Hope Centre’

In Person
Call into our  

offices at Oasis House

Want to donate?             Don’t forget to Gift Aid!! Increase your donation by 25% at no extra cost to you.

HOPE CENTRE  

CHARITY NUMBER 1015743

COMPANY NUMBER 020768301

Hope Catering
For delicious buffets

t. 01604 289111
e. enquiries@hopecatering.org.uk
w. www.hopeenterprises.org.uk

Hope Tools
Lovingly recycled garden tools 

t. 01604 210434
e. office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

w. www.hopeenterprises.org.uk

Hope Food Club
Feeding people on low incomes

t. 0845 519 9371 
e. jamess@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

Give a gift certificate to a loved one explaining that you 
have donated to Hope as an alternative gift this Christmas.

If you would like to receive a gift certificate for  
your donation that you can give as a present this  
Christmas please contact the fundraising team on  
louise@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk (01604) 214300.

This Christmas we will all stand together and make a difference to lives less fortunate 
than our own. By donating the cost of a Christmas Dinner, just £10, we can ensure that 
the Hope Centre can make a difference on Christmas Day and every day. 

How to give:
Visit www.justgiving.com/campaign/givehopethischristmas or text CMAS00 £10  
(or whatever you can afford) to 70070 or send a cheque / call in to Hope.

mailto:louise%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk?subject=Gift%20Certificates
mailto:www.justgiving.com/campaign/givehopethischristmas%20?subject=Give%20Hope%20this%20Christmas
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2018:

We are extremely grateful to every single one of you who has 
been involved with Hope this year. Whether you have raised 
money, made donations, dug our allotment, sorted tins and 
clothing, helped at events or organised your own event - you 
have made a huge difference to the lives of the homeless and 
disadvantaged in our community. Without the support from you, 
our local community, the Hope Centre wouldn’t exist. We look 
forward to your support once again in 2019.

Here are just a few examples of our friends from across the county 
supporting us in the best way they know how....

The 2018 Ride for Hope saw 40 cyclists ride from Northampton  
to Ypres (pictured above) raising an incredible £41,000 (with  
funds still coming in). Next year, along with our challenge ride, we 
are adding a family ride too. See our website for full details  
of both rides. 

Our service users have had a great 
year – helping out in and around the 
centre, whether it was helping at 
events, cleaning, running the clothing 
store or working in the kitchen. 
Pictured (left) is Linda McFarlane who 
has helped at external events and has 
been helping in the fundraising office.

Our volunteers have gone above and 
beyond the call of duty this year to help 
keep the centre up and running. Pictured 
(right) is one of our befrienders, John 
Morris who has helped at events, provided 
donations and been a general support to 
staff and service users. 

166 participants braved the elements 
(pictured left) and raised £65,000 as part of 
the 2018 Big SleepOut. Join us next year on 
1st February!

This year we welcomed groups of students 
from various schools across Northampton to act as Hope Centre 
ambassadors. The students act as Hope Centre champions within 
their schools and have helped us out with all sorts of events and 

fundraising (pictured below). If your school wants to get  
involved, we will be welcoming more students from different 
schools to join the programme next year. Contact  
tanya@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk 

As always schools and churches have been brilliantly supportive 
with volunteering, fundraising and Harvest donations. Pictured 
(below) are pupils from Kingswood Primary Academy with their 
Harvest haul. 

Big thanks to everyone who has donated/bought goods and 
services from Hope Enterprises, whether that’s tools from 
Hope Tools, catering from Hope Catering or the Hope Centre 
Food Club. Pictured (below) are staff and volunteers from 
Hope Catering selling drinks and home baked cakes at the 
Remembrance Day Commemorations in the Market Square. 

Winter 2018

KEEP HOPE ALIVE IN NORTHAMPTON

On 15th October the Hope Centre was given 
just 12 months’ notice to vacate the day 
centre facility in Oasis House. For updates on 
the campaign to Keep Hope Alive visit www.
northamptonhopecentre.org.uk/keep-hope-alive

This newsletter 
has been kindly 
sponsored by  

Cllr Tony Ansell,  
The Mayor  

of Northampton.

mailto:tanya%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk%20?subject=Hope%20Centre%20Ambassadors
http://www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk/keep-hope-alive
http://www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk/keep-hope-alive
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Will you take on the challenge of spending one winter night in 
Abington Park? Next year’s Big SleepOut will be the biggest 
yet and we want you to be part of it. 

You will spend 12 hours out in the cold, to raise money for our 
charity, and also raise awareness of the issues faced by our 
homeless clients.

The 2019 event takes place from 7:30pm on Friday 1st 
February through to 7:30am on Saturday 2nd February in 
Abington Park (near the Park Café).

You can register free for the event here - https://
thebigsleepoutforhope.eventbrite.co.uk/ - and we will send 
you an information pack. If you have any queries please email 
fundraising@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk or telephone 
(01604) 214300.

THE BIG SLEEPOUT 2019:

Northampton hope    Winter 2018

Throughout 2018 corporate groups have donated a substantial 
number of hours to Hope.  

This year we have accommodated well over 100 teams and all  
of them tackled every task with enthusiasm and vigour – they 
were fabulous!

We are hugely appreciative of every single group who comes in 
and the donations they make, a few stand out though!

• Levis (above) – 40 of their staff came to our allotments to 
improve the ground for our growing season. Not only that, they 
donated much needed underwear for service users and  
raised £8,456!

• RBS/Natwest (right) – teams from 
RBS/Natwest have really gone to town 
for the Hope Centre; several individuals 
completed the Northampton Half 
Marathon, a sponsored walk and 
opened a tuck shop at work. We were 
so delighted when they chose us as well as two other charities, 
to benefit from the proceeds of their gala dinner fundraiser – in 
total they donated £5,034.17.

• Cummins – we have a steady stream of volunteers from 
Cummins, who encourage their  employees to not only come 
out in small teams of two or three on a fortnightly basis, but they 
also send huge teams of around 40 to help us  move forward 
with larger projects.

• Simply Business – this local company supported us with loads 
of manpower. They will also be joining in the festivities over 
Christmas as we wrap presents, decorate and generally set up 
for the big day itself.

• Stanley Black and Decker (right) 
– they have offered assistance 
with anything from painting walls 
and sorting clothes, to completely 
renovating and refitting our tool 
workshop giving  our service 
users a professional workshop 
environment in which to learn new skills. 

Orbital Recruitment, The Sure Group and Stanley Black 
and Decker along with many more have also provided work 
experience placements for our service users

If you want your company to be part of Hope in 2019 get in 
touch. noo@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk 

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE FRIENDS:

DANIEL’S STORY:

Daniel, a former service user 
contacted us when he heard 
about our potential eviction 
and wanted to share his story 
to show why it is vital to Keep 
Hope Alive in Northampton. 

Daniel has credited the service 
for helping him get back on his  
feet and has urged people 
to support and help save the 
centre from eviction.

This is his story…

Daniel and his partner became 
homeless after being evicted 
from their home in Kettering,  
and after moving to 
Northampton (where Daniel 
had family who he couldn’t stay 
with), they started living in a 
tent in Midsummer Meadows. 

Daniel said: “Being homeless 
is absolutely horrible; even 
when it’s hot the tent’s still wet 
because of condensation, there 
was a rat den next to where we 
were, so at night time we’d have 
rats all around and we’d have to 
lock ourselves up in the tents. 
When you are homeless, you 
don’t have anybody, there’s no 
general support and we weren’t 
on benefits so all we had were 
the clothes on our back.”
 

Daniel and his partner 
discovered the Hope Centre 
and started coming in for food 
and some company to break up 
their days. “We would go back 
to the tent with full stomachs, 
go to sleep and do the same 
the next day.” 

After splitting up with his 
partner, Daniel moved in with 
his mother and was able to  
find a job. 

He added: “Please sign the 
petition and help keep the  
Hope Centre open. 

Everyone has a stereotypical 
view of homeless people 
but everyone has their own 
story, everyone has their own 
circumstances but it isn’t always 
black and white.  

The Hope Centre really helped 
me out a lot; I didn’t use a lot 
of the activities and services 
but the services I did use, I’ll 
never forget what they did for 
me. They helped me build my 
foundations to help me get to 
where I am today.”

To find out how you can 
help Keep Hope Alive in 
Northampton visit www.
northamptonhopecentre/
keephopealive

https://thebigsleepoutforhope.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://thebigsleepoutforhope.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:fundraising%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk?subject=Fundraising
mailto:noo%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk%20?subject=Be%20part%20of%20Hope%20in%202019
mailto:www.northamptonhopecentre/keephopealive?subject=Help%20keep%20Hope%20alive
mailto:www.northamptonhopecentre/keephopealive?subject=Help%20keep%20Hope%20alive
mailto:www.northamptonhopecentre/keephopealive?subject=Help%20keep%20Hope%20alive
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Would you like to be part of the Hope team  
in 2019?

Here’s a sample of some of the ways you can get 
involved to whet your appetite.

Big SleepOut (more on page 3) – 1st February 
from 7:30pm until 7:30am at Abington Park (by 
the Park Café). Can you spend 12 hours outside 
with just your sleeping bag? Register for free here 
- https://thebigsleepoutforhope.eventbrite.co.uk

School Choir competition – March – date TBC - 
Northampton School for Girls.

Ride for Hope - Family Challenge – 19th May - 
Starting from Wooton Community Centre we are 
offering a 5mile, 25 mile and 50 mile cycle route. 

Ride For Hope (Challenge Ride) – 4th - 7th  
July - The annual Cycle ride is this year happening 
in the UK! Cycling 210 miles in 3 days the 
challenge starts in Winchester and rides back  
to Northampton.

Northampton Half Marathon – Sunday 29th 
September from 9.30am.

For more information about any of these 
fundraising events (plus other upcoming events) 
visit our website  
www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk or email 
tanya@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk or  
louise@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk or 
telephone (01604) 214300.
 

Follow us on: @nptonhopecentre /northamptonhopecentre @EnterprisesHope /northamptonhope

Published by: Northampton Hope
Oasis House, 35-37 Campbell Street, Northampton, NN1 3DS
t.0845 519 9371   e.office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk
To learn more about the work of the Hope Centre, please go to 
www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

Hope Food Club and Gardening: 0845 519 9371
Hope Catering: debbie@hopeenterprises.org.uk / 01604 289111
Hope Tools: 01604 210434 / workshop@hopeenterprises.org.uk
www.hopeenterprises.org.uk

Our Patrons: 
The Rt Revd Peter Doyle, Bishop of Northampton  |  Sally Keeble  |  David Laing,  
Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire  |  Prof Nick Petford, Vice-Chancellor,  
The University of Northampton The Rt Hon Earl Spencer, DL | Kelvin Thomas

Company number 020768301
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WHAT WE ACHIEVED IN 2018:

2018 has been the most successful year 
for Hope in terms of the numbers of 
people we have helped and supported. 

In the first 10 months of the year, 
• 1,062 individuals came through   
 our door, a total of 24,051 visits,  
 all of whom received support and  
 advice from us 

Of these people:
• 807 were male
• 255 were female 
• 8 were under the age of 20

In the same period, we provided:
• 7,705 hot meals (including  
 training courses)
• 3,590 food parcels 
• 3,742 items of clothing 
• Over 72,000 hot drinks 

Back in July, we started our Saturday 
openings (for street homeless people). 
Since we have started our Saturday 
service, we have had 680 visits from 
people living on the streets giving  
them food, clothing and takeaway  
food parcels.

Our Emergency Night Shelter opened 
for 24 nights last winter. During these 
nights we gave somewhere safe and 
warm to: 

• 109 people who otherwise would  
 have had to sleep on the streets.
 
Training, volunteering and employment 
in the first 10 months of the year:

• 78 individuals have been on   
 training and personal development  
 courses this year, of which 17 have  
 achieved paid employment
• We have welcomed 76 service   
 users in to volunteering roles who  
 have given over 1,500 hours of   
 their time.
• Three of these are progressing   
 to work within care, horticulture  
 and logistics and 34 are   
 working towards further education  
 or employment incorporating their  
 voluntary experience. 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE QUALITY MARK

Hope Enterprises has been recognised for the 
quality of the work we do and how we do it and  
has been re-accredited by the Social Enterprise 
Quality mark.

45 YEARS OF HOPE IN NORTHAMPTON… 

The Northampton Hope Centre was set up in 1974, in the Bishop’s Garden 
serving soup to the homeless of Northampton. Next year sees us celebrate 45 
years since our amazing charity started… 

Do you have a memory of the Hope Centre you would like to share, maybe 
you volunteered, benefitted from or fundraised for us over the years? We 
would love to hear from you… email louise@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk 

We are also looking for Forty-Five-Fundraisers to celebrate the year… if you 
have an idea and want to help us celebrate or would like to be part of a team 
organising one of the big events then please do get in touch…

As we approach Christmas 
in my mayoralty year I would 
like to thank each and 
every one of you who has 
supported my chosen charity 
this year. We all know of 
the great work Hope does 
and without the support of 
the community, this work 
couldn’t continue.

I will be visiting the centre 
on Christmas Day to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas 
but for those who I won’t see may I take this 
opportunity to wish you season’s greetings and  
a very happy new year.

https://thebigsleepoutforhope.eventbrite.co.uk
http://www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk
mailto:tanya%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk?subject=Get%20Involved
mailto:louise%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk?subject=Get%20Involved
mailto:louise%40northamptonhopecentre.org.uk?subject=Hope%20Centre%20Memories

