
Northampton Hope Centre relies 
on help and contributions from a 
variety of sources.  The following 
have been a great help to us 
recently. 

The Borough Council are one of 
our principle supporters and 
funders and with whom we have a 
service agreement.  They are 
pleased with our work and wished 
to provide us with practical help as 
well.  They suggested that Mears 
who are subcontractors for the 
Borough Council, take a look at our 
needs.  After a recent visit to the 
centre they decided that they would 
offer a team of tradesmen, to 
completely refurbish and expand 
our storage area at the rear of the 
building.  This took over a week to 
complete but everybody worked 
really hard and had some fun on the 
way.  So now we have a large 
purpose built store just in time for 
harvest festival. 

National Grid  decorated the 
ceiling area of the centre and will 
be extending the car parking at the 
rear of the building.  Their visit 
came about after one of their 
employees, out on the town on a 
Friday night, had a chance meeting 
with a street beggar, who told them 

of the good work carried out 
at the centre,  The following 
week they spent some time at 
the centre talking with staff 
and clients alike.  They were 
so impressed with the work 
that goes on in the centre for 
the homeless of Northampton, 
that they sent a team of 30 
volunteers who spent the 
afternoon decorating the 
restaurant area ceiling; they 
also made a generous 
donation of £2000. 

Barclaycard are regular 
supporters of the centre.  This 
year so far they have 
decorated and equipped our 
new Quiet room, painted the 
door & windows in the centre 
and at Christmas will be 
putting on a pantomime in aid 
of the centre. 

P l i z e r  G l o b a l 
Pharmaceuticals sent 8 
volunteers who spent a day 
painting the new client toilets. 

Travis Perkins and CRASH, 
the charity arm of the 
building trade have also been 
most helpful.  After the initial 
contact CRASH sent out the 

area manager to look around the 
centre.  They were very 
supportive of the work at the 
centre and were keen to help.  
They donated materials supplied 
by Travis Perkins and monies in 
excess of £15,000, to build new 
client toilets, shower and Quiet 
room.  This work took several 
months to complete but has made 
a massive difference to the centre, 
at last the clients have decent 
toilets and showers, something 
they have been requesting for 
many years. 

Yorkshire Building Society 
Charitable Foundation donated 
£1887.00, which allowed us to 
purchase equipment for our 
fitness room.  This has allowed us 
to develop a fitness programme 
for our service users which has 
already had  positive results. 

We have highlighted some of the 
major companies that support the 
Hope Centre, but in reality many, 
many more support our work, 
schoo ls ,  churches,  smal l 
businesses and individual donors.  
Without their support we could 
not carry on our valuable work.  
So from all at The Hope Centre 
staff, volunteers, trustees and 
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It’s not everyday of the week that 
you get invited to have breakfast 
with the Prime Minister, tea with 
the Queen and Supper with 
Andrew Lloyd Webber! 
 
On July 11th 2006, the staff did just 
that (well nearly).  We were invited 
by Lady Juliet Townsend, who is 
the Queen’s Lord Lieutenant to one 

of this years Queen’s Garden 
parties at Buckingham Palace.    
Lady Juliet had visited the 
Centre in January and in 
recognition of the good work 
being carried out by the staff, 
the invite soon followed.   
 
One of our Patrons, Sally 
Keeble MP also arranged a 

specia l  tou r  o f 
Parliament on the same 
day. 
 
The management 
committee decided to 
purchase tickets for the 
evening performance 
of the ‘Phantom of the 
O p e r a ’  a t  H e r 
Majesty’s Theatre.    
 
We left Northampton 
early in the morning 
allowing three hours 
travel before our first 
stop - Parliament.    

We made it with 1 minute to 
spare due to heavy traffic and 
delayed underground trains. 
 
The 1½ hour gave us a real 
sense of what the inner 
workings of Parliament are 
like.  Well worth the visit! 
 
The Garden Party was at 2.30 
pm so we had plenty of time 
to spare, or so we thought! 
We, however, discovered that 
we had mislaid the spare key 
for the minibus, left the invite 
for the Garden Party at home, 
a passport was out of date 
(entrance by passport and 
invitation).  We thought -
DISASTER! 
 

Story continues 
on page 2 ���
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Hope Centre staff enjoying 
London 



Centre Staff Earn A Royal 
Day Out!! (continued) 

We managed, however, to enter the Palace and 
enjoy the Garden Party.  The Queen (in a green 
outfit) was by far the most popular royal.  We 
also rubbed shoulders with Prince Philip and 
Charles and Camilla.  The food was excellent 
and the ice cream was welcome on one of the 
hottest days of the year.  We strolled around the 
gardens and then sat and listened to the band. 

By 6 o’clock the Queen had departed.  We were 
soon politely asked to make our way back 
through the Palace and in our case on to a West 
End show. 

The ‘Phantom’ was marvellous from start to 
finish.  We arrived back in Northampton at 
around midnight, tired, weary but full of 
wonderful memories of what was a very special 
day. 

We would like to thank Lady Juliet Townsend, 
Sally Keeble (MP) and the management 
committee of Northampton Hope Centre for 
making this day so special. 
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Some old friends, who at the time lived in 
Northampton, found him somewhere to 
live in the town and so Andy found 
himself moving his life north.  After many 
twists and turns in his life, in March 2006  
Andy arrived at the door of the centre as a 
service user.  Andy quickly fitted into the 
daily life of the centre, earning free meals 
by entertaining clients with his magic 
tricks.  Not long after that Andy became a 
regular volunteer. 

Best moment of my life – Performing at 
the Sun City Super Bowl as a magician to 
10,000 staff at the Christmas show 

Worst moment of my life – Performing a 
trick in front of 200 fellow magicians, and 
the whole thing went completely wrong 
and I just wanted the ground to open up 
and swallow me. 

What or whom would you take to a 
desert island with you? – The lost 
notebook of John Northern-Hilliard which 
is about his life as a 1950’s American 
journalist and his time spent with 
magicians of that time. 

What are your hopes for the future? – I 
would love to get involved in teaching 
people magic tricks, either through a 

Volunteers are very important to the 
work of NORTHAMPTON HOPE 
CENTRE - without them we wouldn’t 
exist.  In each issue of Oasis we feature 
one of our volunteers. 

Name: Andy Thornton 

Single, living in a flat in Northampton. 

Andy is 37 years old and has lived in 
Northampton for 8 years.  Andy was born in 
South Africa and moved back to the UK in 
1996.  One of his various jobs was to work 
in London at the famous toy store Hamleys 
as a magic trick demonstrator.  He then 
moved to Lewis Davenport Magic shop as 
Manager.  Sadly Andy lost his job at the 
shop and found him self homeless.        

college course or having my own 
business. 

How has your work in The Soup Kitchen 
benefited you personally? Firstly it has 
helped me deal with my depression and it 
gets me out of the flat to do something 
useful. Secondly it has helped me get a 
new group of friends, who really care 
about me. Thirdly it has made me count 
my blessings, clients that use the centre 
have nothing, I’m so lucky to be able to 
put my life in focus. 

Volunteer Profile – Andy Thornton  
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Be Part Of The Team! 
If it wasn’t for the willing team of 
volunteers, Northampton Hope Centre 
would cease to function.  If you would 
like to be involved in any of the 
following teams: 

· Kitchen Staff 

· Client Interviewing 

· Fundraising Team 

· “Oasis” Newsletter Team 

Please contact the centre for more details 

MINIBUS FOR HIRE  

Our 17 seater mini-bus is available 
for hire to other charities on a 

‘donation’ basis of £40 per day plus 
diesel. 

 Please call the office and speak to 
Nicky for further information. 

To advertise in this space - 
contact Richard at  

THE NORTHAMPTON 
HOPE CENTRE 

On 

01604 602456 

Our Patrons 

Sally Keeble (MP) 

The Right Reverend Peter Doyle  

(Bishop of Northampton) 

Christmas Campaign 

Our Christmas Campaign for £20,000 is 
under way - and it needs YOUR support! 

We are contacting schools, churches and 
businesses in and around Northampton -
and some have already responded with 

gifts or fundraising pledges. 

But we also need the Hope Centre’s 
individual supporters to give too.  If our 

supporters don’t give, we can hardly 
expect others outside of the charity to do 

so. 

Please roll up and give  - any donation, 
however small, is very welcome. 


